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A DESSRIPTIVE STUDY OF TEAC HING READING- USING
ART AS A TEACHING TOOL Order No'. D03213,267
Bao JANi ANN, Eop Univrsity of Northrn Colorado, 1982. 1601313-

The primary purpose of this study is to describe instructional
programs in the United States that use art as a tool in teaching
reading to students.

To achieve this goal, the writer sent an inquiry letter to the
educational commissioner or supenntenaent of each state Seeking,
locaons of such programs. Thirty-seven responses were received
from as many different states.

Secondly, questionnaires were sent to twenty-nine school systems
that were believed to have art-reading programs. Actually seven
school systems were found that had true total reading and total art
programs.

As &rein-depth study of a specific program, the thorjand Junior
High School was chosen to illustrate individual scores in such a%tudy.
Worland is a small town in Wyoming. ltsprogram, however, is
patterned after the New York City Learning to Read Through the Arts
,program.

4
The Worland students involved in the program are tested both pre

and post with the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test. The 19801981
pre and post tests are used in this study. The writer has used the
mean, the standard deyiation, and z-scores as a method of descnbing
the particular program.

The seven schools that were found to be using a total art-reading ,
program are described in detail with the aid of the responses provided
to the questionnaire.

Further research of the art-reading programs is recommended in
several areas. Attitude was mentioned often by educators involved
with these programs, but there ts evidently no statistical research to
verify the beliefs of the teachers involved. Teachers have reported
that attendance seems to be higher and vandalism seems tO be less,
but there is no real evidence provided for such speculations, so more
research should bedone at this point.

EFFECTIVENESS OF A WRITTEN CUEING SUMMARY IN
'INCREASING READING RATE AND RETRIEVAL SPEED IN
TWO CONTENT AREA SUBJECTS Order No. DA8213138
CORR, MARY ANN, q(). D.' University of Pittsburgh, 1981. 174pp.

The research investigated the effect of using a designated cueing
summary or a self cueing summary previous to an assigned content

.area reading selection on reading rate and speed of information
retrieval. One hundred thirty tenth, eleventh or twelfth grade students
from two Pittsburgh Diocesan District High Schoqls were randomly
assigned to one of two groups.

Selections from Rafe and Comprehension Check Tests by KennethBaldridge 1979 were used as pre and posttests to measure readingrate and speed of information retriejal
The treatmet sessions included the following steps. (1) Bothgroups received a summary of an article which they were to read.(2) The designated cueing group was also given five statements towhich students in the group were to respond, using the summary andtheir own experiences (3) The self cueing group woljOirected toconsider their previous experiences in relation to the summary butstudents in this group were not given any specific statements asguides (4) Both groups responded in writing. (5) Both groups thenread the article (6) Timed measurements were taken as they read(7) A ten-question test was then administered. ,A small sample of students was involved in the measurement of

speed of information retrieval A computer was utilized and speed wasmeasured in milliseconds.
Analysis of variance was used to measure mean gains and

differences'in a modified Solomon Four;Group Design.
There was a significant improvement dreading rate for both the

designated cueing and self cueinggroups.
There was netreatment effect on speed of information retrieval buton the final posttest, there was a positive correlation between speedof information retrieval and the 'highest number of correct answers onthe retrievarmeasure.

THE EFFECTS OF POSITION AND CONCEPTUAL LEVEL OF
ADJUNCT QUESTIONS ON NINTH-GRADE STUDENTS'
COMPREHENSION AND ATTITUDES Order No. DA8220874-
KAHN, ROBERT SHA Y LE, PH D The University of Wisconstn - Madison,

* 1982 250pp. Supervisor Professbr Richard J Smith,
The purpose of the present study was to investigate the effects of

adjunct questions on ninth grade students' comptehdrision of and
attitudes toward short stories In particular, the effects of question
placement and the effects of the conceptual level of the questions on
studer;ts comprehens;on of and attitudes toward short stories were
investigated

SUbjeCts for the study were one hundred and Sixty-three ninth-
graders

The short stories used in the study were selected from materials
designed for low ability ninth grade student§

The dependent variables in the stiicly were subjects' scores on a
comprehension test fornch of the two stories read, an evaluation,
moral dilemma question test based on students' abilities to make
judgements cona;erning moral dilemmas, and an attitude inventory
based on each story,

Subjects were randomly assigned within each of ten classrooms to
one of seven treatment conditions litei al pi equestion, literal
postquestion, inferential prequestion, inferential postquestion,
evaluative prequesti on. e4uatie postquestion, or rereading
(control)

On day one or day two, all subjects received the treatment to
which they had been assigned Subjects read a story, responded to a
treatment condition, took an attitude inventory on the story, and
Completed a compretiensiorl tC:.t and 4n evaluation, moral dilemma
question test for the story On dv three or tour, all subjects repeated
the procedures as described for day one or two, but with a second
story Dunn's planned comparisons procedures we,ie used for
hypothesis testing

The findings of the study were tne following (1) Question location
'did not significantly affect students' text comprehension, attitudeS,
and abilities to answer evaluation, moral dileMma questions.' (2) Higher-level questions did not significantly improve students'
comprehension, attitudes, and abilities to answer evaluation, moral
dilemma questions compared to the effects produced by, lower-level
questions

THE EFFECT OF PRE-READING STRATEGIES ON
COMPREHENSION Order No. DA8218172,
KELLEHER, ADRIA, PH.D. University of Pittsburgh, 1982. 198pp.

The effect of pre reading strategies on comprehensionas
measured by forced choice and constructed responses was
examined In an experiment with 120 seventh grade students identified
as LOW, AVERAGE, ar)d HIGH on reading level. Four intact classes,
containing students on the various reading levels, were assigned to
three schema based, pre reading treatments and a control condition.
There were no significant differences on the forced-cholce measure
of comprehension by treatment. Regardless of treatment, the HIPH
reading level students performed egnificantly better than bothlhe
LOW and AVERAGE readers on Iht forced-choice questions. On a
constructed response task, again the HIGH reading level skudents
performedsignificarttly better than the LOW and AVERAGE'readers.
However, as a group, students in the Structured Overview treatment
performed significantly better than students experiencing the other
treatments in the mean number of central elements recalled on,the
constructed response task,Thus there is some evidence that dfrect
instruction does prepare students to comprehend incoming, difficult,
expository material better than no pre-reading strategy or student-

ecentered pre-reading strategies.
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TH\c,E -IMPAC OF INTENSIVE yISUAL.PERCEPTUAL
TRAINING 0 THE READING PROFICIENCY SCORES OF
SEVENTH GRADERS Order No. DA8216449

.... ,LEvitS, JEwEa. M., PH.D Arizona State University,19$2 124pp.

The study was directed at determining the extegt to which a six-
week given curriculum intervention (the Rate & Rhythin senes,
designed to emphasize phrase recognition, reading in thought units,
intensive visual-perceptual training, and reading rate improvement)
effected reading mean gain scores of seventhgrade students in
Coolidge (Anzona) Junior High'Sc hoot as measurtd by the Diagnostic
Reading Tesis. ,,

Differences between the pretest and pottest scores achieved by
the expienmental group and e laboratory control group and the
CIIISSroom control group w analyzed with respect to (1) word
MO:ignition, (2) word com ehension, (3),yocabutary, (4) rate, and
(5) story comprehension, utilizing multivanate analysis of variance
(MANOVA) in a groups-within-treatment analysis. An overall
significance for the three groups oh the combined dependent
rvariables was found 4 the p < .01 level of significance
, The overall finding of significant difference for groups was.probed
further with five univariate Fs, which indicated that the overall
difference was caused by higher gain scores for the experimental
group on the dependent variables rate at the p < .01 level of
significance and story comprehension at the p< .05 level of
significance Nddifferences were significant between groups for the
dependent variables word recognition, word comprehension, and
vocabulary gain scores.

IMPROVING THE READING COMPREHENSION OF JUNIOR
HIGH STUDENTS THROUGH THE RECIPROCAL TEACHING
OF COMPREHENSION-MONITORING *STRATEGIES

Order No. DA8218536,
'PALINCSAR, ANNEMARIE SULLIVAN, PH.D. University of Illinois at Urbana-

' -..Champaign, 1982. 360pp.

The effects gf explicit instruction (modeling and corrective
feedback) of four comprehension monitoring activitieiwere
investigated with junior high students decoding at grade level and
typically comprehending two years below grade level. The four
activities included summarizing, question generating, predicting what
might be discussed next in the text, and clarifying unclear text. The
activities were taught through a procedure referred to as reciprocal
teaching; the teacher and students took turns assuming the role of
teacher in a dialogue about segments of expository text. ',

The research took the form of two studies. Both studies employed
a multiple baseline across groups. All students experienced four
conditions: baseline, intervention, maintenanceoand followup. Ift '
Study 1 the investigator worked with six students, in pail's, in a setting
analogous to a resource room. In Study 2, four remedial reading
teachers worked with a total of 21 students on a small group basis
their classrooms.

There were five major findings of the investigation. The first
concerned Students' ability to answer comprehension questions.
Assessed on passages independent of the training materials, students
made significant improvement on this measure, typically achieving ,

criterion performance (70% accuracy for four out of five consecutive -

days) by day 15. The' effects were apparent immediately after traiVng
as well as eight Weeks later. The second finding suggested that there
were no differential effects of training observed for-the question types -.
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employed in the study: text explicit, text implicit, and script implicit.
Third, the students' verbal behavior during training indicated that they
became more adept with summarizing and question generating as the
intervention progressed. Fourth, modest but reliable transfer was
suggested on three of four tasks similar but distinct from the training
tasks Finally, gaini observed in the experimental setting geheralized
'to the classroom.setting for five of the six students in Study 1. '

The.results of this investigation provide further support to a small
body,of instructional research in reading somprehension which
encourages that students can indeed, thraUgh explicit instruction, be
taught to acquire and independently apply reading strategies which
will enhance reading comprehension.

AN INSTRUCTIONAL STRATEGY FOR HELPING READERS
IDENTIFY THE GIST IN EXPOSITORY TEXT

Order No. DA 8218557
SAMSON, KAREN MARGOLIS, PH D. University of Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1982. 2474,

The objective of this two week instructional study was to improve
high school students' comprehension Of biology text materials
through use of an explicit instructionalstrategy The Topic/Subtopic
Strategy is a two step procedure designed to enable readers to
recognize relationships among key ideas in text by engaging itaders
in the active process of evaluating and synthesizing text segments.
The Strategy emerged in the attempt to create a practical tool for
helping readers discriminate between more important and less
important ideas represented in text.

The Topic/Subtopic Strategy requires readers in fep One to first
analyze sentences in terms of TOPIC (what the sente ce is about) and
COMMENT (what is being said about the topic) Step Two involves
grouping Topic/Comment eleinents accordipg to relationship types in
orderto create important subtopics suggested by relevant
Information In teac6ng this Strategy, the experimenter was
interested in examining the extent to which Strategy instruction sgould
affect readers comprehension of gist information Comprehensibin ofdist was measured by recall aAd short answer questions While the
Strategy group received instruction:a second treatment group, the
Read-Study group, practiced reading, studying (using any method),
and recalling information. Both the Strategy group and the Read.
-Study group used the same text passages. A Control group received
regular classroom instruction.

Hierarchical multiple regression was used to analyze the data This

treatment bot n isolation and as a function ovarious status

procedure the experimenter to evaluate the unique effect of
tegi
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